
1 

 

HONORS COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: FALL 2016 

Because honors courses are usually interdisciplinary, some courses can be categorized as more than one 

discipline. This list is tentative and some courses may change, but we’ll let you know in a timely manner. 

 

 

FIRST YEAR SEMINAR 

 

HONS-H121-F33 “Persuasion in Public Address” 

S. Yavneh Klos 

MWF 10:30-11:20 

11858 

This class examines the art of public persuasion in historic letters, proclamations, speeches and videos by 

identifying rhetorical motives, strategies of argument and style, and the effects of public address on 

particular audiences.  Texts (provided online) will include: Aristotle's Rhetoric  in Greek: Ῥητορική  is an 

ancient Greek treatise on the art of persuasion, dating from the 4th century BC ; The Rhetorica ad 

Herennium, formerly attributed to Cicero but of unknown authorship, is the oldest surviving Latin book 

on rhetoric, dating from the late 80s BC; Elizabeth I Speech to the Troops 1588; A Declaration by the 

Representatives of the United Colonies of North-America, Now Met in Congress at Philadelphia, Setting 

Forth the Causes and Necessity of Their Taking Up Arms - July 6th, 1775; George Washington, 

“Resignation Speech” December 23, 1784; Abraham Lincoln, “The Gettysburg Address”  November 19, 

1863; Sojourner Truth, "Ain't I a Woman" speech; Chief Joseph Surrender Speech 1877; Theodore 

Roosevelt, “Duties of American Citizenship” January 26, 1883; Winston Churchill We shall fight on the 

beaches 1940; Checkers Speech - Richard Nixon September 23, 1952; Letter from a Birmingham Jail  

Martin Luther King, Jr., 16 April 1963; Edward M. Kennedy, Address to the People of Massachusetts on 

Chappaquiddick, 25 July 1969; Against Going to War with Iraq by Barack Obama, Wednesday, October 

2, 2002 , Chicago anti-Iraq war rally;  Seth Godin - How to Get Your Ideas to Spread -- May 17, 2007 

and Simon Sinek– How Great Leaders Inspire Action  -- Aug 16, 2010. 

 

RELS-H121-F33 “The Bible and the Media” 

T. Bednarz 

TR 9:30-10:45 

11859 

In this course, students will learn how to critique controversial uses of Biblical texts as they appear in two 

forms of media: web-based news and TV programs. Students will apply scholarly Biblical research and 

Ignatian values to their analysis of media events. Students will present their findings through Weebly and 

Snag-It presentations. Their work will critique the use of the Bible in real world media events.   

 

HIST-H121-F34 “Rebellion & Revolution in China” 

R. Thum 

TR 11:00-12:15 

11667 

China is often mistakenly portrayed as a place of conformity and respect for authority.  This course 

shatters that myth by exploring cultures of rebellion and revolution, starting with the China’s latest 

uprisings and protests and tracing traditions of disobedience backward in time through music, visual art, 

literature, artefacts, and historical writing.  Much of the course will focus on the modern period, but we 

will also examine the roots of China’s cultures of rebellion, which reach back over three millennia.  Since 

China represents one quarter of the world’s population, no understanding of the meaning of revolution 

can be complete without a study of China’s revolutionary thought and art.  By drawing comparisons with 

revolutionary traditions from other parts of the world, the course invites students to re-examine their own 

notions of rebellion and revolution in light of this often overlooked but globally significant tradition. 
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HIST-H121-F35 “Rebellion & Revolution in China” 

R. Thum 

11668 

TR 2:00-3:15 

 

ENGL-H121-F33 “21st Century Slavery and Abolition” 

L. Murphy 

TR 11:00-12:15 

11422 

Though most people think that slavery ended in 1865, there are nonetheless 27 million people enslaved 

around the world today, despite vigorous efforts of activists to stamp out this practice. Focusing on the 

accounts of survivors and activists, both in texts and in virtual classroom visits, this course examines the 

problem of modern slavery and explores opportunities for students to participate in its eradication. 

 

RELS-H121-F34 “Mystery, Mud, & Madness: Theology and Ecology” 
A. Daniell  

MWF 11:30-12:20 

11994 

Religions have been viewed both as cause of our ever-growing environmental crisis (“the madness”) and 

as potential agent of healing for humankind’s broken relationship with the natural world (“the mud”).  In 

this course we critically examine both of these views, considering the history of modern environmental 

destruction in relation to western theology’s late-modern disregard for the natural world.  Encountering 

more recent, ecologically-engaged theologies, we re-think traditional theological themes (such as Spirit, 

Incarnation and Sacramentalism), discerning how they may help us develop integrity within our 

ecological relationality.  Throughout this class we ask, “If theology is communication concerning divine 

mystery, then how does our ‘talk about God’ help us to grapple with our unsustainable living practices, 

teaching us to fully appreciate ourselves as ecological beings?” 

 

LAS_-H121-F33 “Transatlantic Surrealisms” 

I. Durocher 

MWF 2:30-3:20 

12000 

An interdisciplinary course, Transatlantic Surrealisms will examine Surrealist aesthetics as a transnational 

and transcontinental movement.  It will explore the two-way traffic of Surrealist aesthetic ideas and other 

cultural productions between Europe and Latin America.  It will study Surrealist literature and art through 

art manifestos, essays, films, paintings, photography, and literary texts from the 1920s until the last 

decades of the 20th century. 

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE SEMINAR 

 

HONS-H396-033 “Women, Diversity, and the Law: Historical and Present Perspectives” 

M. Lopez 

MWF 9:30-10:20 

11864 

This course examines topics pertaining to how the law affects the lives of women, minorities and 

underrepresented groups in the United States. It explores these topics through a current and historical 

lens. Specific topics to be addressed include law enforcement interaction, affirmative action, immigrant 

integration, children in foster care, etc. Class participation, a social justice experience and a final paper 

are required. 
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CRIM-H396-035 “Punishment in the United States” 

K. Frailing 

TR 2:00-3:15 

11860 

At its essence, this course examines major changes in the justification for punishment in the last half 

century in the United States and the resulting criminal justice system actions. We will investigate why 

such changes occurred and how they may have served to criminalize certain populations, particularly 

substance users and persons with mental illness. We will analyze the criminal justice system’s responses 

to the criminalization of these populations with a distinct focus on specialty courts. We will also observe 

these responses in action and critically evaluate them in both purpose and practice.  

 

HIST-H396-033 “Exploring Urban Environments” 

E. Hardy 

MWF 2:30-3:20 

11861 

This course will introduce students to the process of urbanization and the relationship between urban 

society and the "natural" world. Students will be exposed to various theories and methodological 

approaches involved the study of cities by examining numerous case studies that address the evolution of 

social and spatial patterns in urban and metropolitan regions. This course will additionally satisfy the 

Honors social justice requirement.  

 

HONS-H396-033 “Unveiling Urban Racism” 

H. Malveaux 

TR 11:00-12:15 

11867 

This course will explore racial inequality through the lens of the Jesuit conceptualization of social justice 

by exposing participants to the history of race and racism in the U.S. and the history of and present day 

racism in New Orleans as it relates to social location, gender, class, and race. This course will satisfy the 

University Honors Program's social justice seminar requirement.  

 

SOCI-H396-033 “Violence & Democracy” 

L. Voigt 

TR 2:00-3:15 

11539 

Using the lens of the social scientific perspective and analytical tools, this course provides a broad, 

interdisciplinary understanding of the complexities and controversies/debates surrounding two major 

social problems facing democratic societies: violence and human rights violations. Resting on the premise 

that the concepts of violence and human rights are not unrelated, this course not only examines the 

relationship between violence and human rights, but also engenders the idea that greater commitment to 

human rights is the most effective antidote to violence and ultimately to preserving democratic values and 

principles. Drawing upon sociology, criminology, anthropology, psychology, political science, 

economics, and history as well as professional specialty areas including criminal justice, law, and public 

health, Violence and Democracy is designed to encourage students to develop an appreciation for 

scientifically constructed knowledge and to apply critical thinking and analytical techniques in assessing 

various databases, theories of causation, social policies, and solutions related to violence.  The 

relationship between science and social policy as well as questions associated with the ethics and politics 

of scientific theory and research related to violence is considered on state, national, and international 

levels. Academic and theoretical knowledge will be combined with practical applications and real-life 

experiences in a community-engagement learning project, with special emphasis devoted to larger social 
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issues connected with violence and democratic societies, such as differential life chances, poverty, gender 

and racial inequality, and the consequences of changes taking place in the world. 

 

HONORS ETHICS 

 

RELS-H295-051 “Christian Ethics Honors” 

E. Vacek 

MW 4:55-6:10 

11465 

This course lays out the foundations of Christian moral living.  Grounded in spirituality, it contributes to 

personal formation.  It helps students to understand what goes into making moral decisions. Rooted in the 

tradition of Catholic Moral Theology, the course responds to current ecumenical, academic, and historical 

challenges.  The course reflects on moral and religious experience, with close attention to affections and 

reason.  It enlists scripture, tradition, and current Christian teaching.  The course analyzes the relation of a 

virtuous, religious character to human acts.  It considers faith, love, freedom, fundamental option, virtues, 

conscience, sin and sins.  It touches upon the meaning of natural law, the function of moral norms, 

methods of making moral decisions, and the place of discernment in one's own life.  The course also 

devotes considerable attention to particular areas of moral concern, including sexuality, sexism, racism, 

poverty, inequality, education, and the like. 

 

BA__-H415-033 “Business Ethics Honors” 

N. Capaldi 

TR 3:30-4:45 

10043 

In this course we seek to clarify the nature and role of commercial activity in a modern technological 

market society.  We are especially concerned with the norms internal to present commercial practice and 

how those norms relate to (complement, conflict with, are in tension with, etc.) a variety of external 

ethical and religious perspectives.  We seek to identify the environmental, economic, political, legal, and 

cultural implication of modern market societies. 

 

HISTORY 

 

HIST-H295-033 “Scoundrels and Saints: A History of the Jesuits” 

R. Gerlich, S.J. 

MWF 12:30-1:20 

11670 

In this course, we will study the personalities of the remarkable men who helped build the reputation of 

the Society of Jesus, and examine the early achievements of the Jesuits as missionaries, scientists and 

educators.  As innovative missionaries, the Jesuits helped bring Western ideas and beliefs to many parts 

of the world.  But such innovations were not always well received by either the Europeans or the native 

peoples.  It is our purpose to examine the history, spirituality and work of this singular organization and 

to explain why it has attracted so much attention, and to what extent it has merited both admiration and 

distain.  We will start our study with Ignatius of Loyola, the founder and spiritual leader of the Jesuits. By 

placing the origins of the Society of Jesus in its historical context, we will explore the world of the 

Renaissance and Reformation and the forces that helped shape both them and the Jesuits.  
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HIST-H295-035 “Honors Historical & Social Theory I” 

B. Moazami 

TR 4:45-6:10 

11671 

This course is about different analytical strategies of making sense of the past, the present, and imagining 

the future. It is about how to THINK BIG in analyzing the historical and social world, while looking at 

life as it unfolds. The course is built upon four related premises: a) It is 

possible to make a systematic observation about history and society, b) The production of knowledge has 

its own history and knowing that history and its contributions is a must in any scholarly analysis, c) 

History and life are in constant change and so are the analytical tools that set about to explain them, d) 

We are all capable of theorizing, but like any other 

skills we can learn only by doing it. 

This writing intensive course in two parts will be a training ground for those who want to write their 

theses in history and social sciences. In the first part of this course (Fall 2016) we study some of the major 

classical works of historical and social theory such as works of Marx, Durkheim, Simmel, Weber, and 

Freud by placing these contributions in the time and the society they were living. For those students who 

choose to continue, in the Spring of 2017 we will read the work of theorists that evolved after the WWI to 

the present. The students are encouraged not only to read their work and make sense of it, but to propose 

their own sets of ideas about the big and small questions of history and social life by writing position 

papers on each of these contributions and writing a research paper on the topic of their choice. The course 

is not open to first-year students. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

MATH-H257-033 “Honors Calculus I” 

M. Kelly 

TR 9:30-10:45 AM 

F 8:30-9:20 AM 

10467 

 

MATH-H295-033 “Visual and Historical Perspectives on Mathematics”  

R. Tucci 

MWF 9:30-10:20 

11702 

This course presents the development of Mathematics in from a cultural, historical, and scientific point of 

view. The role and influence of Mathematics in the development of civilization are emphasized; 

simultaneously, mathematical knowledge and techniques are taught 

 

 

NATURAL SCIENCE 

 

BIOL-H295-033 “Honors Sociobiology” 

J. Gauthier 

MWF 1:30-2:20 

11652 

The focus of this course is an examination of the evolutionary basis of human social behavior. We will 

begin the course by reviewing the fundamentals of evolutionary theory, including the origin of the first 

replicating molecule and how this unit eventually encoded proteins that facilitated propagation of the 

former, ultimately leading to what we call a living, “purposeful” organism. We will then examine the 

genetic basis of animal behavior and begin our exploration into the evolution of human social behavior. 
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Although there are superficial cultural differences, the human species is unified by genetically based 

adaptive traits that have evolved through natural selection. Scientific approaches to distinguish cultural 

vs. genetic based traits, including comparison of modern and traditional human societies with prehistoric 

humans, other hominids and our close relatives the chimpanzees, will be discussed.  We will examine the 

major evolutionary controversies regarding individual (selfish) vs. group (altruistic) selection and how 

multilevel selection may explain the duality of our nature. Students are encouraged to think critically as 

we draw on information from multiple disciplines in this sociobiological investigation of what we are and 

where we are going. 

 

CHEM-H107-033 “General Chemistry I Lab Honors” 

A. Duggar 

W 130-4:20 

10094 

The General Chemistry I and II laboratory courses complement the lectures with experiments that 

illustrate theory, develop skills and relate chemistry to the world in which we live. These courses sharpen 

the critical thinking skills of students through chemical experimentation and data interpretation. ($100 lab 

fee) 

 

 

LITERATURE 

 

CLHU-H295-033 “Roman Coins and Propaganda” 

C. Rodriquez 

MWF 11:30-12:15 

11655 

The purpose of this course is to examine the role of mythology in Greek (and Roman) art. During the 

class, you will be reading, in translation, from a wide variety of ancient sources and focusing on specific 

questions concerning myth as it is presented both in its literary and artistic forms. The nature of the topic 

will expose you to a wide variety of literary genres, including epic poetry, lyric poetry, drama, rhetoric, 

religious documents, philosophy, and history, to name a few. Study will not, however, be limited to the 

literary sources. Greek art is also a rich source and, as such, deserves to be studied in its own right 

 

CLHU-H295-034 “Roman Coins and Propaganda” 

C. Rodriquez 

TR 11:00-12:15 

11946 

 

PHIL-H295-035 “Philosophy and Literature” 

M. Townsend 

MWF 2:30-3:20 

11930 

This class will examine questions about the nature of erotic love and friendship, despair and happiness, 

the presence and absence of God, in authors ranging from Kierkegaard to Jane Austen. Works read will 

include Plato’s Symposium, Nietzsche’s The Gay Science, Kierkegaard’s Fear and Trembling, selections 

from Aristotle’s Ethics on the nature of friendship, and J.A’s Persuasion. 
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CREATIVE ARTS AND CULTURES 

 

FREN-H925-033 “French Cinema” 

J. Brager 

MW 3:30-4:45 

11571 

This course explores French cinema from the early innovations of the Lumière Brothers to the recent 

oscarization of Marion Cotillard and Jean Dujardin. Through scene analysis, film reviews, outside class 

screenings, and class discussions on the historical context of the selected films, students will gain better 

insight into both French cinema and the specificity of its film industry, as well as its genres, actors, and 

directors. Films will also be used as pre-texts for students to familiarize themselves with film theory and 

criticism borrowing from semiotic, post-colonial, queer, and feminist theory. Although not a requirement, 

students will be encouraged to produce a body of work ranging from digital clips to music videos, from 

documentaries and/or interviews to short-films, inspired by French cinematic aesthetic and themes. 

 

 

LANGUAGES / CLASSICAL STUDIES 

 

LATN-H100-033 “Honors Beginning Latin I” 

C. Rodriguez 

MWF 10:30-11:20 

10300 

Language tells us many things about a culture, not only in what people have to say but in how they say it.  

This course introduces students to the world of the ancient Romans through an examination of their 

language. Because Latin is no longer a spoken language, its study becomes an exercise in symbolic logic.  

Through the use of inflection (the basic elements of morphology), Latin is able to avoid the difficulties of 

vagueness, equivocation and confusion of ordinary languages, like English, by removing the ambiguity 

that can accompany ordinary speech. And it makes clear even highly complex relationships and nuances 

between words and ideas within lengthy passages of prose and poetry that simply are not possible in 

English. The first thing students will do is learn the elements (morphology) of Latin – the inflections of 

verbs, nouns, and adjectives – and the syntax – how these elements fit together.  The second thing they 

will do is translate this “symbolic” language into ordinary speech.  Finally, they will apply the 

morphology and syntax of Latin and translate English into in this “new, artificial language”. 

 

GREK-H100-033 “Honors Beginning Greek I” 

K. Rosenbecker 

TR 11:00-12:15 

10236 

Honors Beginning Greek (GREK H295) is fast-paced and engaging version of first semester ancient 

Greek, ideal for students who are interested in the Classical world, for students who are preparing for a 

career in the sciences, or for students who are simply looking to enrich their appreciation of how language 

works.   The course will take students through the foundational elements of ancient Greek--the unique 

writing system, core vocabulary, and principles of sentence structure--with an emphasis on understanding 

grammar and translating with accuracy and confidence.  Honors Beginning Greek features traditional and 

digital instructional materials and introductions to the basic tools of ancient Greek scholarship.  The 

course also provides students with a solid background in understanding how languages, even created 

"languages" like formal logic or math, organize themselves. Moreover, the course provides students with 

the chance to become familiar with the root words that form the backbone of our modern scientific 

terminology. Honors Beginning Greek is the first step in preparing students to read New Testament Greek 

and to read the Greek of Homer, Sophocles, and Plato, with readings in these original texts beginning at 

the end of the second semester.  Free tutoring for Honors Beginning Greek is offered through the 
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Classical Studies Department.  Honors Beginning Greek may be counted as part of either the language 

requirement or as an Honors requirement; please check with your advisor for more details on 

requirements.  For more information about Honors Beginning Greek, please contact Dr. Rosenbecker 

at krosenbe@loyno.edu. 

 

 

PHILOSOPHY 

 

PHIL-H295-033 “Philosophy of Science” 

J. MacClellan 

MWF 1:30-2:20 

11793 

This course will survey core topics in the philosophy of biology, addressing such questions as: Are 

biological species real, or are they theoretical fictions? What are the moral implications, if any, of 

Darwinian evolution? Can evolved minds grasp truth? Can teleological explanations in biology be 

justified in causal terms? Are the life-sciences truly separate, or are they reducible to physics and 

chemistry? What role does chance play in evolution? What is selected by natural selection? 

 

PHIL-H295-035 “Philosophy and the Art of Wonder” 

M. Gossiaux 

TR 9:30-10:45 

11794 

Aristotle wrote that wonder is the origin of philosophy. The desire to make sense out of human existence, 

to know the truth about ourselves and the world around us, gives rise to philosophical questioning. In this 

course, we examine some of the questions that philosophers have traditionally wondered about. Among 

the topics to be studied include: the nature and goals of philosophy; virtue and happiness; the structure of 

the human person; the content and limits of human knowledge; and the problem of justifying belief in 

God. Readings will be drawn from the some of the central figures from the ancient, medieval, and modern 

periods. 

 

 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

RELS-H295-033 “Ecological Education and Spirituality” 

A. Alcazar 

MWF 12:30-1:20 

11462 

 

LAS– H305-051 “Theology of Liberation” 

A. Alcazar 

TR 4:55-6:10 

11966 

 

RELS-H295-052 “Islamic Law” 

A. Khan 

TR 4:55-610 

11468 

This course will provide students with an overview of Islamic legal systems and their underlying 

framework through a comparison of theories and practices.  The course will cover the sources of Islamic 

law, the development of Islamic jurisprudence, the rise of legal schools of thought, and the emergence of 

an Islamic legal tradition.  We will look at how legal issues in Islam have been dealt with historically and 

mailto:krosenbe@loyno.edu
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how legal responses to these issues have changed over time.  The course will highlight classical, 

medieval, and modernist responses to legal questions as well as recent developments in contemporary 

Islamic law.  Students will be introduced to a variety of legal methodologies and, whenever appropriate, 

their implementations in modern political systems.  By the conclusion of the course, students will have 

become familiar with current trends of legal and ethical thought and will have gained an ability to engage 

with existing legal debates from a broad perspective.  In this manner, the weekly progression through 

various topics and historical periods is intended to furnish students from different backgrounds with a 

foundational understanding of Islamic law and the ability to contextualize the contemporary legal, ethical, 

and political discourse of Islam. 

 

PHYS-H230-033 “Faith, Science, & Religion 

J. Carter 

TR 9:30-10:45 

11081 

This course will critically analyze various ways of knowing: faith, science, and theology (critical analysis 

of faith). The methods of the physical sciences and the life sciences will be discussed. Topics will include 

the epic of creation, evolution, and quantum theory. 

 

 

OTHER 

 

HONS-H491-031/033 “Honors Thesis” 

N. Yavneh Klos and C. Bolden  

Meetings will be individualized. 

1 credit option 11863 

3 credit option 11862 

To determine what you need to enroll in for the Honors Thesis (required of ALL Honors seniors), please 

see http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/honors/thesis-senior-project.  

 

HONS-H193-033 “Ignatian Colloquium” (1 cr.) 

N. Yavneh Klos 

W 4:55-6:10 

10276 

 

http://academicaffairs.loyno.edu/honors/thesis-senior-project

